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 WHEN IS MOLD A PROBLEM?

There are no regulations which effectively define when mold is a problem.  There are, however, accepted guidelines which have been used in the past and which can help you determine if you have an indoor mold problem.

Two of the traditionally accepted sources used to determine if a mold problem exists are the “New York City Health Department Guidelines for Mold Contamination” (New York City Guidelines) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).  The USEPA has produced several informative publications, which deal with defining a mold problem.  

The New York City Guidelines state:

“Evaluation of bulk/surface and air sampling data should be performed by an experienced health professional. The presence of few or trace amounts of fungal spores in bulk/surface sampling should be considered background. Amounts greater than this or the presence of fungal fragments (e.g., hyphae, and conidiophores) may suggest fungal colonization, growth, and/or accumulation at or near the sampled location. Air samples should be evaluated by means of comparison (i.e., indoors to outdoors) and by fungal type (e.g., genera, and species). In general, the levels and types of fungi found should be similar indoors (in non-problem buildings) as compared to the outdoor air. Differences in the levels or types of fungi found in air samples may indicate that moisture sources and resultant fungal growth may be problematic.”

The USEPA states, on it’s website under the heading of mold:

“If there has been a lot of water damage, and/or mold growth covers more than 10 square feet, consult the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guide: Mold Remediation in Schools and Commercial Buildings.  Although focused on schools and commercial buildings, this document is applicable to other building types.”

From a practical standpoint look for the following:  a continuing water intrusion problem in the building, visible mold in the living or occupied space of a building, mold or musty odors frequently in the same part of the building, health problems which you feel may be attributed to your indoor air quality.  If you experience any of these then you should have your building inspected or assessed by an Indoor Environmental Professional (IEP).  When selecting an IEP, ask these questions.  What training do they have?  What other experience (jobs) do the IEPs have?  What mold certifications have they acquired?

“Out of sight, out of mind” is never an acceptable response when it comes to a mold problem.  Mold spores are invisible to the naked eye, can cause allergies, and sometimes contain toxins (poisons).  If there is any indication of a mold problem then it should be taken seriously.  Advantage Environmental Solutions, LLC, can provide IEP services to handle your indoor air quality needs.
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